
Doxology 
About one of the coolest things I’ve ever been a part of as a student was 

Dr. John Hiigel’s lecture called, Ethical Practices in Gray Areas during 

both Introduction to the Bible and then again in The Letters of Paul. Paul does leave 

some things open for our interpretation. About a week before the actual lecture, Dr. 

Hiigel had us anonymously write down any question we had about the Bible or how to 

live a faithfully, ethically, Christian life. But I guess I wasn’t the best at listening to 

instructions because a lot of the questions in that Intro to the Bible class ended up 

sounding like this, “How much of a certain activity can I do or beverage can I drink 

before it’s a sin?” My question was a little different. I mean, it was a question about the 

Bible… I wrote, “Where does the end of the Lord’s Prayer come from? Jesus didn’t say it, 

so why do we do it?” On the day of the actual lecture, Dr. Hiigel had organized the 

questions into groups so he wasn’t answering the same question a bunch of times. He 

picked mine up, chuckled, and then answered it. 

Today, we are for real wrapping up the Lord’s Prayer series. We’ve dove 

into the prayer line after line to unlock the richness of this prayer that is 

so familiar. And as we’ve mentioned over the past few weeks, familiarity can lead to us 

not taking the prayer as seriously or using the thirty seconds we’re praying to think 

about what time kick-off is this afternoon or what we need to get from Green’s when we 

finally get out of here. So, we’ve been walking carefully: hallowed be Your name. Your 

kingdom come; Your will be done. Give us this day our daily bread; Lead us (not in the 

way we’d lead ourselves) but lead us into temptation. So today, we turn our attention to 

the last phrase: “For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  
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The interesting thing is that the end of the Lord’s Prayer that isn’t 

actually in the Lord’s prayer but rather comes from 1 Chronicles 29:11. 

It’s the words of David as he is consecrating the gifts Israel had given so that the work 

on the temple in Jerusalem could begin. David had made a large gift, the Israelites had 

given faithfully, and on that day, they’d gathered their gifts all together and 

acknowledged that everything that was there was God’s! In saying these words in praise, 

David was expressing his heart to God for Israel’s faithfulness and stating the entire 

intention behind his dream to build a permanent place of worship: it’s because the only 

reason for Israel’s existence was God. It was God who had led them through the 

wilderness, provided for their needs, and led them in paths of righteousness for His 

name sake. And to finally have the fulfillment of his dream, a permanent place to 

worship this same God, moved his heart to these words of praise. Words of praise 

adapted and used by the early church to express their hearts to God. 

When I asked Dr. Hiigel the question I asked that day, I learned about 

where the end of the Lord’s Prayer comes from. But the question 

becomes this, though, why did the early church add these final words of praise? In 

Luke’s Gospel, the other place that we read Jesus giving the Lord’s prayer to the 

disciples, Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem and the cross when he taught his disciples 

this prayer. Appropriately, Jesus ended on a somber note concerning the time of trial 

and rescue from the evil one. But when the early church started using this model of 

prayer, their experience had changed. The early church experienced not just the cross 

but also the resurrection, the spread of the good news about Jesus even under 

persecution and martyrdom and so felt compelled to add a note of triumph. They were 
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feeling what Israel was feeling generations earlier, what David was feeling when he said 

those words so long ago. It made sense then, and it makes sense now. 

I’d like for us to notice this phrase linguistically. And I think it’s 

important to note the word for. “For thine is the kingdom.” I’ve always 

learned that when you’re reading in scripture and happen upon what my senior English 

teacher Mrs. Glover would call a boysfan word, or a conjunction, you’re supposed to 

read backwards. Or anytime you reach a word like a “therefore” or a “because.” Read 

backwards. In the Lord’s prayer, we’ve just asked God for some big stuff and important 

things. We’ve exercised this amazing power called prayer, and the Lord’s prayer at that, 

and everything that we’ve just said is only possible because of what came after it: it’s 

possible because God is in charge of God’s kingdom, because God is all powerful, 

because God is all glorious, forever and ever. 

The Lord’s Prayer closes by returning our focus to God with whom it 

began. All throughout this series, this has been our focus: on God, not on 

us. On God’s name and not our name. On God’s will and kingdom and not ours. On God 

providing sustenance not just for me as an individual but for all God’s people. On God 

leading us. Time and time and time again this prayer takes our attention off of ourselves 

and puts it rightly back on God. It is God who is powerful to fix what needs to be fixing; 

it is God whom we seek to glorify with every ounce of who we are.  

 The more we focus on God in heaven, the more inspired we are on earth. In The 

Great House of God, Author Max Lucado shares the story of a sociologist who 

“accompanied a group of mountain climbers on an expedition. Among other things, he 

observed a direct correlation between cloud cover and contentment. ‘When there was no 
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cloud cover and the peak was in view, the climbers were energetic and cooperative. 

When the gray clouds eclipsed the view of the mountaintop, though, the climbers were 

sullen and selfish.’ The same thing can happen to us. As long as our eyes are on God’s 

majesty and glory there’s a bounce in our step and light in our eye. But when our eyes 

focus on the dirt beneath our feet we may end up grumbling about every rock and 

crevice we have to cross.” 

 Putting our focus on God and off of us changes us. When it comes down to it, the 

Lord’s Prayer changes us. It’s the Lord’s prayer; not ours. It changes our perspective and 

priorities. It challenges us. And it helps us to express our heart of praise the same way 

that David did a long time ago as the people of God celebrated in God’s goodness. As we 

pray these familiar words week after week, let us do so with a renewed fervor and a 

focus not on ourselves but on this great God. Amen! 

  


