
Follow Me 
The senior pastor I served with in Brookings introduced his middle 

school confirmation class to what he called “The Four Rules of Jesus,” 

basically summing up Jesus’ life, teaching, and ministry into four statements: love God, 

love neighbors, go make disciples, and follow me. All year in Confirmation, we drilled 

these four things with our middle schoolers. Every week they’d be required to recite 

them not just to memorize them but to truly internalize their significance, and these 

four rules guided our lessons and conversations for the year. Love God, Love Neighbor, 

Go Make Disciples, Follow me. Then came the day of Confirmation. I was blessed with 

the opportunity to preach at the service and, surprise surprise, I used the Four Rules to 

guide my sermon. Worship went great, the confirmation went smoothly, and then it 

came time for the Benediction. I stood up and said, “Love God, Love Neighbor, Go Make 

Disciples… and my mind went blank. I could not come up with any idea of what that 

fourth rule was. And once I admitted that, the entire confirmation class laughed and 

said: follow me. Thank goodness the confirmands were there to bail me out.  

Today, we bring our message series on these post-resurrection 

appearances in John’s gospel to a close, and we finalize our answer to the 

question: “How do we live in the light of Jesus’ resurrection?” Together, we’ve heard 

Jesus enter into the locked room where disciples huddled together and wondered at 

what it means to believe in Jesus, saw the disciples fishing and reacting to unsolicited 

advice from a stranger on the shore as we explored what it means to listen to Jesus. And 

now today we look at this final scene, the last conversation Jesus and Peter, the Rock, 

the one upon whom Jesus will build the church. And we hear Jesus’ overwhelming 

command to Peter: follow me. And together we ask just as we have for the past two 
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weeks: what does it mean, what does it look like: how do we, who are living in the light 

of Jesus’ resurrection, follow him? 

 We find ourselves this morning where we were last week: on the shores of the Sea 

of Tiberius with the disciples and Jesus. The disciples are still exhausted from the night 

before and their nearly failed fishing trip. They’ve enjoyed a breakfast with Jesus where 

again he made himself known by breaking bread and sharing a meal with his disciples. 

And then almost as if the camera of our minds’ eye pans left, we hear this conversation 

that Jesus has with Peter. Jesus asks Peter three times if he loves Jesus. Peter is hurt 

that Jesus would ask three times, as if Peter were not telling the truth. Peter responds 

that Jesus knows everything and therefore knows that Peter loves him. Jesus does 

indeed know. It may have been Peter that needed to be reminded. I imagine that Peter is 

still feeling the guilt of denying Jesus three times at the time of his trial. Yet each denial 

is matched now with an opportunity to confess his love. And then Jesus says to him: 

follow me.  

But I want us to notice Jesus’ exact phrasing as he asks Peter these 

important questions: “Simon, Son of John,” Jesus says, “Do you love me 

more than these?” Do you love me more than these? Jesus is not just asking Peter if he 

loves him; it comes with the rest of it: more than these. You may wonder as I did what 

exactly Jesus is talking about as Peter asks this. Remember that this happens after the 

great fishing excursion, and when Jesus asks the disciples to bring some of the fish, 

Peter brings in the catch.  

 So, when Jesus asks if Peter loves him more than these, he could have swept his 

hand around the boat with its nets and equipment and catches of fish. Jesus could be 

saying to Peter, “Do you love me more than these, the tools of your former trade and 
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your practical knowledge?” If Jesus is asking this, it’s like he’s saying to Peter: Simon, 

son of John, do you love me more than your hope for a successful, lucrative career? Do 

you love me more than steady work? Do you love me enough to follow me even if it’s 

uncomfortable and sometimes even not what you had in mind?  

 There’s another alternative here, though. When Peter went on this all-night 

fishing excursion, Peter wasn’t alone. We hear in John 21:2, that six of the eleven 

disciples are with Peter as they fish. But in our scripture today, Peter and Jesus break off 

and have this conversation alone. Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these 

other disciples, more than these other disciples. Simon, son of John, do you love me 

more than even your own brother Andrew?  

 And Peter affirms that he loves Jesus more than these. Peter affirms this three 

painstaking-and-frustrating times. Each time Jesus gives Peter a task: feed my sheep, 

tend my lambs, feed my lambs. And then Jesus says, “Follow me.”  

So often we focus on Peter denying Jesus and these three answers to 

Jesus’ questions being the undoing of Peter’s three denials. And that’s 

right to focus there because that’s what’s going on. But Jesus uses this to remind Peter 

who he is and whose he is and the call that he had placed on his life. Earlier in the 

gospels, as Peter made his great confession, Jesus recognizes his heart and potential and 

says, “Upon this rock, I’ll build my church.” This didn’t change because Peter constantly 

second-guessed and even rebuked Jesus. This didn’t change because Peter denied Jesus 

three times and abandoned him at the pivotal moment of his arrest and trial. This 

doesn’t change because Peter locked himself in a room for a week instead of being a 

witness to the resurrection. This does not change because Peter is telling the truth of his 
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lifetime: Peter really does love Jesus more than he loves his fishing boat, his brother, 

and anything else that may have gotten in the way of Peter following Jesus.  

 This is what it means to follow Jesus. To love Jesus and live into the call that 

Jesus has on your life. We live in the light of the resurrection by reflecting that light into 

the world around us by believing in, listening to, and following Jesus.  

So, what would Jesus be asking you? What are the things that hold us 

back from following Jesus? What would Jesus say, “Clay son of Gregg do 

you love me more than these?” about? What are these to you? Is it the same as Peter: the 

tools of a certain trade? Or maybe a circle of friends, like the disciples? Perhaps it’s your 

iPhone that you can’t stop checking (I see everything up here). And once we get that 

thing out of the way, Jesus says to you and to me what I wasn’t able to say in a sermon a 

lifetime ago: follow me. Amen. 

 

 

 


