
Build Your Kingdom Here 
 If someone would have asked me to preach this particular message a few years 

ago, I don’t think I could have done it. See, this song, Build Your Kingdom Here, was the 

anthem of the Dakotas Conference Mission Trip to Seattle in 2013. We sang it every 

morning in worship, every night in worship, on every ferry ride, and basically whenever 

there was a lull in the action. I literally could not hear it or sing it for a few years because 

it brought up some very weird memories of a long, strange journey (which you are 

certainly welcome to ask me about, and I’ll tell you stories). But now, after enough time 

to heal and grow to re-appreciate this song, it is our song of the day. 

 In 2012, a band from Northern Ireland called Rend Collective released this song 

as a part of a worship album, and it took hold. Despite being released in 2012, it is still 

in the CCLI Top 100, meaning that churches with a CCLI license that are required to 

report their song usage are still singing this amazing song. Whether it’s because of the 

fast tempo, the style of music, or the lyrical content, this remains an important song for 

the church right now. “We are your church; we need your power in us.” No matter what 

we do or how far we go or even if we already feel the power of God in our midsts (which 

is my hope), the truth still remains. We need God’s power in us. If we are going to 

accomplish anything that God has called us to, it is only by God’s power. God’s power in 

us. And God’s call on all of us is to build the kingdom: to be invaded by the Holy Spirit, 

to reach with the message of the gospel all of God’s children, and to be set on fire by our 

love for God and God’s people.  

 This is the message, in other words, that Jesus gave to the group of seventy in our 

scripture this morning. By this time in the gospel, Jesus has proclaimed that Spirit of the 

Lord was upon him to proclaim release to the captives, recovery of sight to the blind, 
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and the year of the Lord’s favor. He’s called and commissioned the twelve to go forth 

and heal and cast out demons. He’s performed signed and miracles to prove he’s worth 

following. And now, he’s assembled an ever greater network than just the twelve. Today 

in our scripture, he calls and commissions the seventy to go forth from his presence and 

go into the world to proclaim peace upon villages, to spend time in new areas and rely 

on the hospitality of those areas, and presumably to tell the village about the different 

Jesus had made and proclaim that the kingdom of God has come near. Our scripture 

tells us that it was Jesus’ intention to visit the areas to which he’s sent the seventy, but it 

just doesn’t seem likely that Jesus will make it everywhere he intends to go. So, it would 

make sense that Jesus has commissioned these seventy to go and do the things that 

Jesus would do if Jesus was there. 

 But it all comes back to this: Because of Jesus, the kingdom of God has come 

near. The goal and call of the seventy is to make Jesus’ name known. To invite people 

from all backgrounds to follow a life patterned after Jesus. To take on the mantle of 

kingdom-builders. 

 And this is the same call that you and I all share. Like you may have heard me say 

before, it manifests itself differently depending on our skills, abilities, gifts, and desires, 

but the call is the same: proclaim the kingdom of God! 

 But if the seventy are being sent to build the kingdom and we take on that same 

call, it might beg an important question: what exactly do we mean when we talk about 

the kingdom of God? In past era where people lived under true monarchies, it may have 

been a little easier to understand, but now that we live in a representative democracy, 

it’s harder for us to grasp. In the world of a monarchy, what the king said was the law of 
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the land, and that was the end of the discussion. The hope was, of course, that the king 

would listen to the people and rule fairly, justly, and equitably. But since we all have to 

study history at one point or another, we know that this is not how every king ruled. 

Essentially, the kingdom of God is the best and most idealized version of this. Whereas 

earthly kings may have oppressed and abused, our King God shows us the way to life 

and. But the king, God, remains the final authority forever and amen. John Wesley put it 

this way in a sermon about seeking God’s kingdom first: “The kingdom of God is not 

meat or drink or any exterior good or outward thing, but righteousness, joy, and peace 

in the Holy Spirit.” He also said that seeking the kingdom of God means that “Before ye 

give place to any other thought or care, let it be your concern that the God and Father of 

our Lord Jesus Christ…may reign in your heart, may manifest himself in your soul, and 

dwell and rule there.” Living a life in the kingdom of God means living a life that is 

different with reordered priorities that seek God before anything else. it means living 

with God as first and final authority. And it means inviting others to experience the 

same transformational love of our King that we’ve experienced.  

And as song of the day suggests, when we reorder our priorities, it reorders our 

actions and our viewpoint and our very lives. This was the hope of Gareth Gilkeson, one 

member of Rend Collective. In an interview he said, “[The song] came from a place of 

calling the Church back to the place of praying for revival. I feel like we've matured, and 

we must mature beyond just asking for God to come and do stuff. Jesus sent the 

disciples out in twos to proclaim the Kingdom. It seems the more mature approach is, 

yes, pray for God to build His Kingdom here, but also say, yes God, I'll be the hands and 

feet and I'll be the vehicle for Him to build His Kingdom…The idea of "Build Your 
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Kingdom Here" is that wherever you are, at school, at work, at home, that here is exactly 

where you are right now. God's Kingdom is His Church. Not, God please build Your 

Kingdom in Africa. It's right here, right now. As the body of Christ, our hope is that as 

churches around the world sing this song, it will be stirring their faith and they'll live out 

the Truth of the song.”  

Our hope is that as churches sing this song, it will stir their faith and they’ll live 

out the truth of the song. Can we live: “We seek your kingdom first; we hunger and we 

thirst?” Can we live: “To see the captives’ hearts released; the hurt, the sick, the poor at 

peace?” Can we live: “Awake the kingdom seed in us?” Jesus called the twelve and then 

the seventy, and then each and every single one of us along with all who follow God to 

seek the kingdom of God, to proclaim the kingdom of God, to live the kingdom of God. 

It’s not easy, but it is how we change the atmosphere and win the nation and the world 

back. So let us live. Amen.  


